
 

 

The Chicago YIVO Society
welcomes you to 

today’s screenings of 
My Yiddishe Mamma McCoy

& 
Shtetl. 

 

My Yiddishe Momme McCoy 
 
Filmmaker Bob Giges focuses on his spirited 90-year-old grandmother, Belle Demner McCoy, for an intimate 
portrait of one woman's struggle with the conflicts between family, religion and love.  Through an interview with 
Belle, period photos, and Yiddish and American songs sung by Belle herself, the video offers a look at one person's 
attempt to reconcile tradition with assimilation. 
 
Bob Giges (1991). Runtime = 20 minutes. Courtesy of Cinema Guild: http://cinemaguild.com 
 
Shtetl 
 
World renowned folk artist Mayer Kirshenblatt recounts the story behind his paintings, which evoke his childhood 
in a Polish shtetl.  His words and images recreate the sights, sounds and smells of these small Jewish communities.  
The film brings to life the rituals and traditions which once thrived throughout Eastern Europe, but which were 
obliterated, along with six million Jews, in WWII. Much has been recorded about how the shtetl Jews perished.  
This video remembers them for the way they lived. 
 
Jack Kuper (1995).  Runtime = 23 minutes.  Courtesy of Cinema Guild: http://cinemaguild.com 

 
 

00Follow Chicago YIVO Society activities online:00
 

Website: http://www.chicagoyivo.org 
 

Blog: http://chicagoyivo.wordpress.com 
 

“Chicago YIVO Friends” on Facebook: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=92428486660 
 

 
Note: Today’s screening of My Grandfather’s House has been postponed due to technical 
difficulties.  We will show My Grandfather’s House on Wednesday, July 8th—the day we had 
originally scheduled the screenings of My Yiddishe Mamma McCoy & Shtetl. 

 

We apologize for this inconvenience & hope to see you here again on July 8th! 



 

 
They Called Me Mayer July: 

Painted Memories of a Jewish Childhood
in Poland Before the Holocaust 

 May 10, 2009 - October 01, 2009 
  

 http://www.theJewishMuseum.org 
 

 
 

"... a reluctant painter and accidental memoirist whose words 
and images form an extraordinary exhibition...." The New York Times 

 
Mayer Kirshenblatt has made it his mission to remember the world of his childhood in living 
color, lest future generations know more about how Jews died than how they lived. This unique 
project is a blend of memoir, oral history, and visual interpretation. Intimate, humorous, and 
refreshingly candid, the project is a remarkable record -- in both words and images -- of Jewish 
life in a Polish town before World War II, as seen through the eyes of an inquisitive boy. 

 

 

 

 
They Called Me Mayer July: Painted Memories of a Jewish Childhood in Poland before the 
Holocaust has been organized by the Judah L. Magnes Museum. The exhibition has been made 
possible through a grant from the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture and thanks to 
the generosity of Jean and Sandy Colen, Varda and Irving Rabin, and Katie and Amnon Rodan. 

 

 
 

The presentation at The Jewish Museum is generously supported by the Weiser Family Foundation 
in honor of Siegfried & Paula Weiser; Atlantic Philanthropies; the Joseph Alexander Foundation; 
Goldie and David Blanksteen; the Robert I. Goldman Foundation; the Koret Foundation; the Atran 
Foundation; the Winnick Family Foundation; Amy Rubenstein; & other donors. 
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